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2.Kings,11, 


Athaliah, the ruthless queen of Judah, was even more wicked than her mother 
Jezebel. When her son Ahaziah died, she quickly seized control of the kingdom by 
executing all of her grandsons who might reign in her place. “But Jehosheba, ... 
Sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah, and ... they hid him from 
Athaliah, so that he was not slain. And he was with her hid in the house of the 
Lord six years. And Athaliah did reign over the land.” 2 Kings 11:2, 3.For six years 
only a handful of trusted people knew that the royal child was living and hidden 
in the temple of God. Jehoiada, the high priest, loved and trained young Joash as 
his own son. For six years Jehoiada planned and prayed for the best moment to 
present this rightful heir to the people. Finally the old priest secretly summoned 
trusted captains in the army and showed them that the youngest son of Ahaziah 
was still alive. They decided to wait until Friday evening, when all of the faithful 
people would come to the temple for Sabbath worship, to present the young king 
to them. With hundreds of armed soldiers on every side, Jehoiada brought the 
heir of David’s throne before the crowd and introduced him. At first the people 
were astonished, but when they saw the royal crown placed upon his head, “they 
clapped their hands, and said, God save the king.” 2 Kings 11:12. Now when 
wicked Athaliah heard the noise of trumpets and all the people rejoicing, she 
came running into the temple only to discover that her reign of terror was 
through. That day she and her followers were slain, and Joash was given the 
kingdom. The Bible tells us that another son of David will soon emerge from the 
heavenly temple amidst the blowing of trumpets to receive His rightful kingdom 
and to destroy the wicked. 
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Who is this king who will 
soon emerge from the 


n2 
Be > 


temple in heave 


“And I looked, and behold a 
white cloud, and upon the 
cloud one sat ... like unto 


the ‚having on 
his head a golden crown.” 


Will Jesus come quietly 
when He returns? 
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“For the Lord himself 
shall descend from 
heaven with a i 


with the voice of the 
archangel, and with 
the of God.” 
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“The LORD shall from 
on high, and utter his voice 
from his holy habitation; he 
shall mightily roar upon his 


habitation; he shall 
give a ies 
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“Our God shall come, 
and shall not keep 
: ... and it shall 


be very tempestuous é 


round about him. 


NOTE: “Tempestuous” means “turbulent and 
stormy.” The second coming of Jesus will clearly be 
noisy beyond description. There will be nothing 
secret about it! 
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Like a thief? 


Now we will talk about how he is coming. Many 
misunderstood the first coming, could 
misunderstand the second coming. 
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“But the day of the Lord will come as a 
thief in the night, in which the heavens 
will with a , and 


the elements will with fervent heat; 
both the earth and the works that are in it 
will be Eé 
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What other physical 
evidence will accompany 
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“And there was a great 
‚such as was 
not since men were upon the 


earth, so mighty an 
earthquake, and so great.” 
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Who will see Jesus 


when He returns? 
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“And then shall appear the sign of the Son 
of man in heaven: and then shall the 
of the earth mourn, and they shall 


the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.” 
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“Behold, he cometh with 
clouds; and 


shall see him.” 


NOTE: This is too clear to misunderstand. Every 
person alive, wicked or righteous, will see Jesus 
return to earth. A secret gathering, or “rapture,” of 
God’s people is not described in the Bible. 
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Who will be with Jesus when 
He returns in the clouds? 
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“When the Son of man shall 
come in his glory, and all 
th 


4 e with 
F him, then shall he sit upon 


yi the throne of his glory.” 


NOTE: The brightness of the Lord’s return will, by 
comparison, make the brightness of a hydrogen 
bomb pale into insignificance. At Jesus’ tomb, the 
brightness of one angel caused all the Roman 
guards to fall to the ground as dead men (Matthew 
28:2-4). The brightness of all heaven’s angels will 
make Jesus’ second coming too bright for anyone 
to miss. Added to this will be the fantastic glory of 
Jesus and the Father (Luke 9:26). Jesus’ second 
coming will be like lightning flashing from one 
horizon to the other (Matthew 24:27). 
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What will the brightness 
of Jesu coming do to the 


“When the Lord Jesus shall be 
revealed from heaven with his 
mighty angels, in 


taking vengeance on 
them that know not God.” 
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“And then shall that Wicked be 
revealed, whom the Lord shall 
consume with the spirit of his 


mouth and shall with 
the brightness of his coming.” 
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What will happen to the 
righteous who are dead at 
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“The dead in Christ 
shall first.” 
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At this point, what will 
happen to the living and 


ssurrected.saints? 
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“The dead shall be raised 
incorruptible, and we shall be 
. For this corruptible must 


put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality.” 
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NOTE: No one except God has immortality now (1 
Timothy 6:15, 16). But it will be given as a free gift 
to the righteous at Jesus’ second coming. Their 
bodies also will be changed into heavenly, 
incorruptible bodies, like that of Jesus (Philippians 
3:20, 21). 
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After being changed, what 
will happen to the righteous? 


“Rise Pom 


“Then we which are alive 
and remain shall be 
together with 


them [the resurrected 
saints] in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air.” 
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NOTE: God’s saints will meet the Lord in the air. 
Jesus does not touch the earth at His second 
coming, so He will not appear on the earth, as 
many believe. His second coming will be a sky 
appearance, not an earth appearance. 
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What solemn warning 
does Jesus give about His 


econd coming? 
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Otto Witte- In 1913, the little country of Albania, in Eastern Europe achieved 
its independence. There were many Muslims in Albania, and they chose as 
their leader a Turkish prince named Helim Eddine. Prince Eddine seemed 
reluctant at first to leave his native Turkey to visit Albania, but one day a 
telegram was received saying that he would soon come to the Albanian city of 
Durazzo. The people of Durazzo turned out in force to greet the prince. They 
could tell at once he was a nobleman. He was tall, spoke with authority, wore 
a splendid uniform, and carried a long sword. When he told them he would 
lead an attack against the hated city of Belgrade, they went wild with 
excitement. The people of the city quickly declared the prince to be the new 
king of Albania and had a coronation ceremony. The new king chose a strange 
name for a Moslem - Otto the first. But the people were not critical of their 
hero. They cheered him everywhere he went and showered him with costly 
gifts. Everyone was happy. Five days later, however, another telegram arrived. 
Otto the first, it said was a fraud, the real Prince Eddine was still in Turkey. The 
people rushed to the palace to learn the truth - but the phony King had fled! 
For King Otto the first was really Otto Witte, a German circus performer who 
could neither read nor write who had carried out one of the boldest hoaxes in 
History. 
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“For many shall come in my name, 
saying, | am Christ; and shall 


NOTE: Satan will impersonate Christ’s second 
coming by appearing upon the earth as a glorious 
being, and he will deceive billions. Jesus has 
warned us that He will not touch the earth at all at 
His second coming, but rather will remain in the 
air. The dazzling deceptions of Satan will be so 
convincing that most people will be deceived. 
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“For there shall arise 
, and false prophets, 
and shall shew great signs 
and ; insomuch 
that, if it were possible, they 
shall deceive the very elect.” 
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you, Behold, ...he is in 
7 the secret chambers; 


Fe. “Ifthey shall say unto 
En: 


What will prevent the 
righteous from being 


deceived? sw 
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“To the law and to the 
testimony: if they speak 
not according to 
, itis because 


there is no light in 
hem.” 


NOTE: God’s people will not be deceived, because 
they will know from a study of God’s Word just 
how Jesus will come (Acts 17:11). Any appearing 
that is not in agreement with Scripture is a 
counterfeit and must be rejected. Jesus 
forewarned us. Matthew 24:25 Behold, | have told 
you before. 
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Would it be safe to go 
see afalse Christ? 
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“Wherefore if they 
shall say unto you, 
Behold, he is in the 


desert; forth.” 
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What can we know about 
the time of Jesus’ return? 
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“But of that day and 
hour knoweth 
‚no, not the 


angels of heaven, 
but my Father only.” 


NOTE: Only God knows the exact time of the 
second coming. All date setting is out of harmony 
with the Bible. But Jesus made it clear that when 
we see the signs of His coming fulfilled (Matthew 
24:4-51; Luke 21:8-33; and 2 Timothy 3:1-8), we 
can know that His coming is very near—even at the 
doors. 
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“Between 2004 and 2014, 
with magnitudes of 8.0 or more rattled 
subduction zones around the globe. That’s 


an of over the 
average rate of the previous century ...” 
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Worldwide Surge in 'Great' Earthquakes Seen in Past 10 Years 
BY LINDA CARROLL 

The annual number of “great” earthquakes nearly tripled over 
the last decade, providing a reminder to Americans that 
unruptured faults like those in the northwest United States 
might be due for a Big One. 

Between 2004 and 2014, 18 earthquakes with magnitudes of 
8.0 or more rattled subduction zones around the globe. That's 
an increase of 265 percent over the average rate of the previous 
century, which saw 71 great quakes, according to a report to the 
annual meeting of the Geological Society of America this week 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. 
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of World’s 
Wildlife Has 


Been in 
Past 40 years 


National Geographic reports "Living Planet Index" in 40 
years between 1970 and 2010 there has been a 52% 
decline in wildlife. 

“Measuring over 2,000 sources, data on over 10,000 
populations of around 3,000 species of mammal, bird, 
reptile, amphibian, and fish from around the globe 
were used," 

This declined by 52 percent between 1970 and 2010, "a 
much bigger decrease than has been reported 
previously," according to the report. 

The 52 percent figure refers to a general trend of 
vertebrate species populations shrinking, on average, to 
about half the size that they were 40 years ago, 
according to WWF spokesperson Molly Edmonds. 


44 


ee 


Every day more u 
American youth die Ey 
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than fighting in 
foreign wars. 
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“Likewise also as it was in 
the ... Even thus 
shall it be in the day when 
the Son of man is revealed.” 
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The world spends over 
an hour on 
soldiers, ammunition, and 
war machines. 
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What will the angels do at 


Jesus’ second coming? 
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“His angels ... shall 
together His 
elect from the four 


winds, from one end of 
heaven to the other.” 


NOTE: Your guardian angel (Matthew 18:10) will 
probably be the first to greet you at Jesus’ return. 
What a blessed thought! No wonder the Bible calls 
the second coming the “blessed hope” (Titus 2:13)! 
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Since we are living just 
before Jesus’ second coming, 


how should we relate to this 
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“Therefore ye also 
: for in such an 
hour as ye think not the 


Son of man cometh.” 
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How will people be 
rewarded at Jesus’ 


econd coming? 
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“Behold, | come 
quickly; and my reward 
is with me, to give 


every man 
as his shall be.” 


NOTE: People will be saved by grace but rewarded 
based on their conduct, not on their profession 
(Matthew 7:21-23). 
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What will the wicked say 


When Jesus returns? 
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“And the kings of the earth, and the great 
men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, and every 


bondman, and every free man ... 


56 


... said to the mountains and rocks, Fall 
on us, and hide us from the face of him 
that sitteth on the throne...: For the great 


day of his wrath is come; and 
be able to ri 
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NOTE: During this horrendous final earthquake, the 
wicked— petrified with fear— will prefer for the 
rocks and mountains to fall on them rather than to 
face King Jesus unprepared. 
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What will the righteous say 
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when Jesus appears? 
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“Lo, this is our God; we 

have waited for him, and 

: ...we 

will be glad and rejoice 
in his salvation.” 
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What is the prime purpose 
of Jesus’ second coming? 


av r3 .. 


“I will come again, and 
unto 
myself; that where | am, 


there ye may be also.” 


NOTE: Jesus’ most thrilling purpose in returning to 
earth is to take His children to the glorious home 
He has prepared for them. No more tears, woes, 
heartaches, or illness forever. But rather, joy and 
peace unspeakable forever. 
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The Great Raid 


rn 


at Cabanatuan 


Cabanatuan 

The Raid at Cabanatuan, also known as The Great Raid, was a rescue of Allied prisoners of 
war (POWs) and civilians from a Japanese camp near Cabanatuan City, in the Philippines. On 
January 30, 1945, during World War Il, United States Army Rangers, Alamo Scouts, and 
Filipino guerrillas liberated more than 500 from the POW camp. 

After the surrender of tens of thousands of American troops during the Battle of Bataan, 
many were sent to a Cabanatuan prison camp following the Bataan Death March. The 
Japanese transferred most of the prisoners to other areas, leaving just over 500 American 
and other Allied POWs and civilians in the prison. Facing brutal conditions including disease, 
torture, and malnourishment, the prisoners feared they would all be executed as General 
Douglas MacArthur and his American forces returned to Luzon. In late January 1945, a plan 
was developed by Sixth Army leaders and Filipino guerrillas to send a small force to rescue 
the prisoners. A group of over a hundred Rangers and Scouts and several hundred guerrillas 
traveled 30 miles (48 km) behind Japanese lines to reach the camp. 

In a nighttime raid, under the cover of darkness and a distraction by a P-61 Black Widow, the 
group surprised the Japanese forces in and around the camp. Hundreds of Japanese troops 
were killed in the 30-minute coordinated attack; the Americans suffered minimal casualties. 
The Rangers, Scouts, and guerrillas escorted the POWs back to American lines. The rescue 
allowed the prisoners to tell of the death march and prison camp atrocities, which sparked a 
new rush of resolve for the war against Japan. The rescuers were awarded commendations 
by MacArthur, and were also recognized by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. A memorial now 
sits on the site of the former camp, and the events of the raid have been depicted in several 
films. 
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Jesus is coming in the clouds 
very soon. Will you plan to now be 


ready to meet Him? 
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